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getting more enquiries than ever which she has 
somehow dealt with. The cleaners were furloughed 
again during the Winter but were brought back as 
things started up in the Spring and the team has 
been strengthened in order to cope with the extra 
cleaning work.

Normally Dave and Mike would be decorating the 
House in the depths of Winter but were unable 
to do so as result of the winter let and they had 
their hours cut under the furlough scheme for a 
short time. However, they did manage to strip one 
side of the roof on the linhay and replace the slates 
once the timbers had been repaired. This winter 
we plan to do the same with the laundry room 
outside the back door as well as catching up with 
the decorating in the House.

House 

In last year’s newsletter we gave much of the credit 
for the excellent work carried out to Cadhay in 
1911 to Cecil Whetham  but a new book by Jan 
Pahl about her grandmother, Kitty Whetham (nee 
Holt), was sent to us in February and it appears 
that much of the credit for the work at Cadhay 
goes to her rather than her husband.

Born in 1871 Kitty was the daughter of Robert 
and Lallie Holt.  Robert was a successful cotton 
trader and his brothers owned the Blue Funnel 
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The restrictions resulting from the Coronavirus 
outbreak meant that we had to postpone a number 
of the bookings in the House in the Spring but 
we were able to extend the winter let into April. 
Any weddings in early Summer had to take place 
with reduced numbers andso some of our couples 
decided to go ahead with very intimate weddings. 
The lockdown restrictions were lifted in July 
and we have been booked out in the House and 
cottages ever since, albeit with much more onerous 
cleaning requirements. The grant from the Culture 
Recovery Fund for Heritage, and the quiet time 
during lockdown, gave us the opportunity to 
strengthen our marketing and booking systems. 
We have now taken all those functions in-house 
without the need for an agent except Premier 
Cottages which is an owner co-operative acting for 
many of the best holiday houses in the UK. This,
taken together with the temporary reduction in 
VAT for the hospitality industry, has enabled us to 
recoup some of the lockdown losses.

Following the success of our garden opening last 
year we opened the gardens on Friday afternoons 
from the beginning of May and the number of 
visitors has not been dissimilar to the numbers 
who came to see the House before the outbreak 
began which is a great tribute to all the work that 
has gone into making the gardens outstanding. It 
was helped by the wonderful weather in September 
just as Cadhay’s world beating dahlia collection 
really came into its own. Having established the 
gardens as a visitor attraction in their own right 
we are very much hoping to build on it. We were 
able to offer guided tours from the courtyard from 
August onwards which has ensured that our guides 
have not forgotten their scripts.

All Jayne’s hard work last year in helping couples to 
postpone their weddings has ensured that she has 
been working even harder this year helping them 
all to comply with the ever-changing restrictions. It 
has meant endless risk assessments as well bringing 
the new booking systems on line and ensuring 
that cleaning has been carried out to the standards 
required. Her efforts have ensured that we are 

Jayne and her team
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previously the main entrance for the east side of the 
house had been on the East wall leading into the 
Living Hall.  Upstairs they built a partition wall to 
create the Whetham Bedroom and Dressing room.  
They uncovered the old Tudor open hearths and 
fireplaces (one of their daughters recalled removing 
the accumulated dirt in the carvings with her 
hatpin).   They also installed modern conveniences.  
Maids liked working at Cadhay as it was one of the 
few places where the servants’ quarters had a bath 
and flush water closet. 

In 1914 Kitty and her children and their household 
moved into Cadhay for the War Years as Cecil was 
busy with war work in Cambridge and London.  
These four years were fondly remembered by 
their five daughters.  They were educated by their 
mother and a lively young governess, Christine 
Elliott.  In addition to their studies, they did 
various kinds of war work, including growing 
vegetables, entertaining wounded soldiers and 
collecting sphagnum moss for wound dressings. 
Kitty’s son Lawrence had been born with Down’s 
Syndrome and took part in many family activities 
and had his own nanny.  

Shipping Line which, by 1900, had 41 ships. 
Her mother’s sister was Beatrice Potter (the social 
reformer better known as Beatrice Webb). In 1889 
she was encouraged to attend the recently founded 
Newnham College in Cambridge. While she was 
at Cambridge, she came to know Cecil Whetham, 
a Fellow of Trinity college who was not well off and 
having to support his mother and sister after his 
father’s suicide. 

In 1896, despite considerable doubts about the 
relationship, Kitty married Cecil Whetham.  They 
settled in Cambridge and by 1911 had six children. 
They bought Cadhay in 1909, with money Kitty 
had inherited, as they wanted somewhere in 
the West Country for family holidays.  In 1909 
Cadhay was in a ruinous state of disrepair. With 
advice from their architect, H.M. Fletcher, a major 
restoration took place which was not complete 
until August 1912. Externally they removed farm 
buildings, which had been attached to the South 
side of the house. They built a new farmhouse, 
Cadhay Barton, and cottages on the estate. They 
laid out the lawn down to the pond to replace 
the old farmyard.  They built the North and East 
Walls which, with the eighteenth century wall to 
the West, form the forecourt to the main entrance 
to the house. Internally they changed the layout as 

Kitty and her sisters Molly and Betty

Cadhay painted by Kitty in 1910

Whetham family at Cadhay
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In February 1916 Cecil inherited a considerable 
amount of property and furniture from his uncle, 
Thomas William Dampier-Bide.  The Whethams 
decided to keep the inherited house, Hilfield in 
Dorset, and Kitty again became very involved 
with the improvements but by this time was facing 
financial difficulties as Robert Holt’s daughters 
were effectively excluded from their uncle’s will.

By 1919 Kitty had developed a severe mental illness.  
She had to be forcibly removed to Wonford House 
Hospital in Exeter where she spent the rest of her 
life until she died there in 1952. Cecil Whetham 
continued his academic career and was knighted 
in 1931 taking the name of Sir William Dampier. 
Cecil decided to give up Cadhay and let it first to 
Mrs Loveday Bolitho and then to Major Barton 
William-Powlett in 1924.  Major Barton and his 
wife Lottie were able to buy the house in 1935.  

Mary Janson

Mary Janson died in September this year and 
was the daughter of Barton and Lottie’s son, 
Peter William-Powlett,  The following extract is 
from from the address by Anna Hocknell at her 
Thanksgiving service:-‘My Great Grandparents 
invited their three daughters-in-law and eight 
Grandchildren to come and live with them at 
Cadhay in Devon. Each family had a corner of the 
house, but, even so, it must have been a challenge 
for the young mothers, especially for Mary’s 
mother, Katherine, by far the youngest with the 
youngest children. Added to which her husband, 
Peter, was declared ‘missing’ early in the war.  For 2 

years no-one knew what had happened to him until 
some wives of US servicemen wrote to Katherine 
to tell her he was a prisoner of the Japanese. For 
the children, however, this was a wonderful time.  
They led a carefree outdoor life doing all the things 
children are not allowed to do today: endlessly 
galloping their ponies bareback around the farm; 
experimenting with (and performing) circus tricks 
on horseback; climbing trees, and walls – Mary 
and cousin Judy managed to get nearly all the way 
round the top of the extremely high walls of the 
walled garden before they were caught!

Later in the war they watched the tanks heading to 
the coast in readiness for D-Day, scooping up lots 
of Hershey bars and chewing gum from the troops 
as they went by.  They even had the excitement of 
2 crashed gliders at the top of the farm.

Mary loved the relative freedom of this 
time, surrounded by her cousins, ponies and 
Grandparents.  The ponies remained at Cadhay 
after the war and the extended family continued to 
meet there for all holidays and festivities.’Mary  Janson



4

Mary had a painting accepted into the RA Summer 
Exhibition at the age of 18 having inherited the 
artistic talents of her mother, Katherine, some of 
whose watercolours are hung at Cadhay and the 
Coachhouse. 

Farm

A new tenant, Robynne Leigh-Firbank and her 
family have taken over the tenancy of the farm. 
Robynne is a shepherdess of considerable renown 
and her father, John Strawbridge, has been a friend 
of Cadhay for many years. Cadhay Farm, much 
of which is permanent pasture, is well suited to 
keeping sheep.

© Copyright Cadhay House/Rupert Thistlethwayte www.cadhay.org.uk

Woods

The woods have not escaped the outbreak of ash 
die back. There are a lot of ash in the hedgerows, 
particularly those at the edge of the woods and at 
least half of those have been affected. Sadly Cadhay 
Bog is almost entirely self seeded ash and these 
have been badly hit. The Forestry Commission 
is keen that diseased trees should be left standing 
in the hope that some may recover. However, the 
timber becomes very brittle and branches are liable 
to fall which makes them dangerous particularly if 
you are trying to cut them down by hand and it is 
safer to fell them before they get to that stage. We 
do intend to leave the trees in the Bog and make 
sure people do not enter particularly in a wind.

Water 

Last year’s newsletter outlined the problems we 
were facing with a proposal to dig a quarry in 
the catchment area for the water that feeds the 
springs that supply the houses and gardens at 
Cadhay. It concluded:-‘These prolonged delays, 
and seemingly uneven handling by Devon County 
Council, have made things difficult for us and 
there is a clear need for a rapid and fair conclusion 
to this application which has been untenable for 
some time.’ Twelve months later a determination 
meeting was scheduled for 20th October this year 
and it came as no surprise that it was cancelled 
as the applicant had failed to resolve so many of 
the outstanding issues. It remains a mystery why 
the Council continues to give yet more time, and 
seems determined to grant consent despite all the 
arguments to the contrary.Robynne and dogs


