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Occupancy in the main House has continued
to be high and we are rather enjoying the varied
use made of the house whether it is friends and
family gatherings, music groups, a cookery
writing weekend as well as weddings. We even
managed to tempt one or two Americans away
from the Cotswolds. The oversupply of holiday
cottages seems to be resolving itself not least
because of Government changes to regulation and
taxation governing the providers of self catering
accommodation which is likely to discourage new
providers from starting.

After 15 years at Cadhay Jayne has retired to

enable her to concentrate on family commitments.

Jayne and Dave

It is largely Jayne’s hard work and loyalty that has
made Cadhay the professional operation that it
has become during her time. She has achieved this
despite the owner and may be forgiven for thinking
that two major re-roofing operations was at least
one too many. She will be missed enormously but
she and her husband, Dave, intend to continue
living in their house in Cadhay Lane hopefully
keeping an eye on us all.

Helen Wyatt has taken over Jayne’s role as the
primary interface with guests. Helen worked

for Devon County Council for 15 years ending
up as the lead manager for many aspects of the
management of its property estate. She is also a
partner in her family farming business nearby and
looks after horses that have been rescued while
permanent homes are found.

Helen

Cadhay was shortlisted for the Diversification
Award by the Historic Houses association which
celebrates entrepreneurialism of its members,
trying new ways to keep old buildings relevant
and able to generate vital maintenance income.
Initially the focus was on the large barn in the
farmyard which had been converted from a grain
store into offices. The barn is quite a significant
building in its own right with rather a magnificent
roof structure. Inserting new windows was out of
the question but luckily office accommodation
relying on artificial lighting does not require as
much daylight as a house. The large doorways into
the barn were able to be used as a very effective and
adequate light source. The offices themselves are
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free standing within the barn and could therefore

be removed if required in the future.

It has been fun seeing new businesses flourish in
the new office space. As noted by the previous
Chairman of Heritage England, there is a symbiotic
relationship between historic houses and new
businesses. The historic house provides a sense of
permanence and the new businesses responding to
new opportunities bring a sense of vitality.

Although Cadhay did not win the award, the
judges were interested in the way that the walled
garden had been turned into allotments and
Cadhay’s woodlands had been used to heat the
houses and offices. It is hoped that eventually PV
panels can be erected on the remaining barn in the
farmyard which ensure that Cadhay completes the
final step to be Carbon Zero.

Straitgate

The ups and downs of the long running saga of
the proposed quarry which threatened the Cadhay
water supply have featured in this newsletter
over many years. This has been going on for 60
years and in earnest for the last 25 years after it
was included in the Devon Minerals Plan. The
water supply for Cadhay and 12 other houses

was threatened as was the supply for the medieval
fish ponds. It all looked very bleak in 2023 when
the Appeal inspectorate overturned the council
decision and granted permission for the quarry to
go ahead within 3 years. The only glimmer of hope
was that the tonnage that could be quarried had
been reduced over the years from 20 to 1.5 million
tonnes and the developer had been saddled with
very challenging conditions.

It is wonderful to be able to report that the penny
has finally dropped and the decision has been taken
to withdraw the proposal and sell the farm to the
tenant. Cadhay is hugely indebted to the Straitgate
Action Group, led by Mark and Monica Mortimer,
which achieved what seemed impossible, fighting
with huge determination and intelligence over
many years to expose the stupidity of the proposal.

Straitgate Action Group

Cadhay House

The east range roof was stripped and re-slated early
in the year. It took two months for the scaffolding
to be completed with its secondary roof which
had to be able to withstand whatever the weather
might throw at it. Luckily the work itself was done
very quickly and efficiently but could not make up
for the time that had been lost.

A number of the rafters needed to be replaced and
the opportunity was taken to replace a few coping
stones and strengthen one of the figures whilst the
scaffolding was in place. It also gave an opportunity
to restore the remaining leaded windows in the
attic and improve the insulation in the roof space
using sheep’s wool.



CADHAY

Figure and secondary roof

The last remaining bit of roof to be redone is
that above the Long Gallery and, given the
relative simplicity this could hopefully be done
when weather permits without the need for a

New timbers and insulation

secondary roof. The sash windows on the west
side of the House have been repainted over the
Summer together with the windows and doors in
the courtyard. One windowsill was particularly
rotten and had to be replaced which is more
difficult than it sounds as the window and sill were
clearly designed to be installed at the same time.
The originals were probably made for the Kitty
Whetham in 1911. Cleverly there is a strip of
iron set into the stone beneath the window which

stands up half an inch and fits into a drip on the
underside of the sill to prevent water ingress but it
also makes it very difficult to retro fit.

Courtyard painting

Open days

It was another excellent year with visitor numbers
yet again at record numbers. The record number
of garden visits were partly down to the popularity
of season tickets enabling the holders to visit on
any open day. The holders very often bring a friend
with them and it is an excellent way to draw more
people to the gardens which are now very much
an attraction in their own right. Meanwhile the
number of visitors having a tour of the House
increased slightly but the increasing popularity of
the Historic Houses association means that over a
third of these visits were by members.

Caroline Prior has been managing the Tea room
for a number of years and has finally decided that
she would like to hand over the reins. The way
in which she has selected and managed her staff
together with her wonderful flowers on every table,
have helped to create a wonderful atmosphere. It
may also account for some of the popularity of
season tickets enabling visitors to return to take tea
on a Friday afternoon.



Caroline

Cadhay gardens were again open under the
National Garden Scheme and this year raised a
record £2800 for the NGS. Hospiscare held a
fete at Cadhay again and raised £8300 which is a
slightly more than last year. Charles Stanley also
had a tea party for clients at Cadhay in support
of Hospiscare. A number of other charities had
events at Cadhay taking good advantage of the

warm weather over the summer.

Farm

Refencing the farm has continued and shortly there
will only be two fields remaining to be done. It is
a much bigger job than might be imagined as the
old fence needs to be removed, the banks repaired,
overhanging branches cut back and ditches cleared
before a new fence is erected.
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Sadly, a number of hedge trees were blown down
in a storm which also tore off a large limb from
a lime tree in the drive. The remains of the tree
looked very misshapen and had to be replaced. The
opportunity was taken to plant a further four lime
trees down the drive including one to replace the
walnut by the Coach house which was clearly not
going to recover.

The copse down towards Ottery St Mary was
replanted last winter with a mixture of cedar and

New Lime trees

douglas fir. Sadly, the casualty rate was quite high as
a result of the prolonged drought over the summer
months. The new trees had been planted quite
close together which should reduce the amount of
replanting required. A number of trees were felled
in Cadhay Bog in preparation for the felling of
eighteen douglas fir which have reached maturity
and should provide excellent timber.
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